FORMER DIVISIONAL FIRE OFFICER OF
KANYAKUMARI DISTRICT CONVICTED FOR 1 YEAR BY
HIGH COURT IN GRAFT CASE

On 25.04.2013 at about 13.30 hrs one Tr.A.Arockia Raj aged 28/2013,
S/o A.Arulappan, M/S Crestech Engineering, Ashok Nagar, Chennai — 83 came to
Nagercoil V&AC office and lodged a written complaint against Tr.T.Selvaraja,
Divisional Officer, Fire and Rescue Services, Kanyakumari Division at Nagercoil
that on 23.04.2013 and 24.04.2013 Tr.T.Selvaraja demanded illegal gratification
of Rs.30,000/- from him for the issue of No Objection Certificate for the fire safety
arrangements under progress at Holy Cross Hospital, Nagercoil and in this
connection a case in Nagercoil V&AC Cr.No.3/2013 u/s 7 of P.C Act 1988 was
registered by Tr.D.Robin Gnanasingh, Inspector of Police on 25.04.2013 at 14 hrs

and a trap was arranged.

On 26.04.2013 at about 12.57 hrs, the accused Tr.T.Selvaraja reiterated
his earlier demand and accepted Rs.30,000/- from Tr.A.Arockia Raj in the
presence of official witness and at 15.30 hrs Tr.T.Selvaraja was arrested and
investigated the case and filed charge sheet against Tr.T.Selvaraja on 28.07.2014
before CJM Court, Nagercoil as Spl. Case No.7/2014.

The Chief Judicial Magistrate, Nagercoil conducted the trial. On behalf of
Prosecution 21 PWs were examined and 28 Exhibits were marked. On 13.04.2017
the CJM, Nagercoil acquitted Tr.T.Selvaraja u/s 248(1) Cr.P.C.

Aggrieved by the acquittal, DVAC preferred an appeal before Madurai
Bench of Madras High Court in Crl.A(MD) No.156/2017 and the Hon’ble High
Court heard the arguments and on today (17.03.2023) Hon’ble Justice
Mr.G.Elangovan allowed the Criminal Appeal filed by DVAC and convicted

Tr.T.Selvaraja to undergo imprisonment for 1 year.
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